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The six-day World Conference on Science (WCS), organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the International Council for Science, was centered on Science for the 21st Century- A New Commitment. Themes included science for knowledge-knowledge for progress; science for peace; science for development; and science in society and for society. 

About 1,800 scientists and decision-makers from 155 countries attended the WSC, including 90 ministers and deputy ministers in charge of science and/or research. Women were 22% of the official national delegations at the conference.   

The major products, adopted by the conference, included two consensus documents, a Declaration on Science and the Use of Scientific Knowledge and Science Agenda-Framework for Action for use in strategic planning by government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and donors. The Declaration includes 46 numbered paragraphs and the Framework for Action includes 96 numbered paragraphs, which resulted from the work of a pre-conference drafting group and revisions by conference delegates, including NGOs.  Issues related to women are strong in both the Declaration and Framework for Action.

In regards to women, the Preamble of the Declaration indicates the following:

Most of the benefits of science are unevenly distributed, as a result of structural asymmetries among countries, regions and social groups, and between the sexes. As scientific knowledge has become a crucial factor in the production of wealth, so its distribution has become more inequitable. What distinguishes the poor (be it people or countries) from the rich is not only that they have fewer assets, but also that they are largely excluded from the creation and the benefits of scientific knowledge (Paragraph 5).

Considering:

· that access to scientific knowledge for peaceful purposes from a very early age is part of the right to education belonging to all men and women, and that science education is essential for human development, for creating endogenous scientific capacity and for having active and informed citizens (Paragraph 10).

· that there is a historical imbalance in the participation of men and women in all science-related activities (Paragraph 24) 

· that there are barriers which have precluded the full participation of other groups, of both sexes, including disabled people, indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities hereafter referred to as disadvantaged groups (Paragraph 25).

Other paragraphs in the Declaration which specifically mention women are included in sections related to:

· Science for Development.  Science education, in the broad sense, without discrimination and encompassing all levels and modalities is a fundamental prerequisite for democracy and for ensuring sustainable development.  In recent years, worldwide measures have been undertaken to promote basic education for all. It is essential that the fundamental role played by women in the application of scientific development to food production and health care be fully recognized, and efforts made to strengthen their understanding of scientific advances in these areas. It is on this platform that science education, communication and popularization need to be built. Special attention is still required for marginalized groups. It is more than ever necessary to develop and expand science literacy in all cultures and sectors of society as well as reasoning ability and skills and an appreciation of ethical values, so as to improve public participation in decision-making related to the application of new knowledge. Progress in science makes the role of universities particularly important in the promotion and modernization of science teaching and its coordination at all levels of education. In all countries, and in particular the developing countries, there is a need to strengthen scientific research in higher education and postgraduate programmes, taking into account national priorities (Paragraph 34).

· Science in Society and for Society. Equality in access to science is not only a social and ethical requirement for human development, but also a necessity for realizing the full potential of scientific communities worldwide and for orienting scientific progress towards meeting the needs of humankind. The difficulties encountered by women, constituting over half of the population in the world, in entering, pursuing and advancing in a career in the sciences and in participating in decision-making in science and technology should be addressed urgently. There is an equally urgent need to address the difficulties faced by disadvantaged groups which preclude their full and effective participation (Paragraph 42).

Paragraphs in the Framework for Action which specifically mention women are included in sections related to: 

· Sharing Scientific Information and Knowledge. Scientists, research institutions and learned scientific societies and other relevant non-governmental organizations should commit themselves to increased international collaboration including exchange of knowledge and expertise. Initiatives to facilitate access to scientific information sources by scientists and institutions in the developing countries should be especially encouraged and supported. Initiatives to fully incorporate women scientists and other disadvantaged groups from the South and North into scientific networks should be implemented. In this context efforts should be made to ensure that results of publicly funded research will be made accessible (Paragraph 17). 

· Science Education. Governments should accord highest priority to improving science education at all levels, with particular attention to the elimination of the effects of gender bias and bias against disadvantaged groups, raising public awareness of science and fostering its popularization. Steps need to be taken to promote the professional development of teachers and educators in the face of change and special efforts should be made to address the lack of appropriately prepared science teachers and educators, in particular in developing countries (Paragraph 41). 

New curricula, teaching methodologies and resources, taking into account gender and cultural diversity, should be developed by national education systems in response to changing educational needs of societies. Research in science and technology education needs to be furthered nationally and internationally through the establishment and networking of specialized centres around the world, with the cooperation of UNESCO and other relevant international organizations (Paragraph 43). 

· Science and Policy. S&T policies should be implemented that explicitly consider social relevance, peace, cultural diversity and gender differences. Adequate participatory mechanisms should be instituted to facilitate democratic debate on scientific policy choices. Women should actively participate in the design of these policies (Paragraph 56). 

All countries should systematically undertake analyses and studies on science and technology policy, taking into account the opinions of all relevant sectors of society, including those of young people, to define short-term and long-term strategies leading to sound and equitable socioeconomic development. A World Technology Report as a companion volume to the present UNESCO World Science Report should be considered in order to provide a balanced world opinion on the impact of technology on social systems and culture (Paragraph 57)

· Widening Participation in Science. Government agencies, international organizations and universities and research institutions should ensure the full participation of women in the planning, orientation, conduct and assessment of research activities. It is necessary that women participate actively in shaping the agenda for the future direction of scientific research (Paragraph 78). 

All countries should contribute to the collection of reliable data, in an internationally standardized

manner, for the generation of gender-disaggregated statistics on S&T, in cooperation with UNESCO and other relevant international organizations (Paragraph 80). 

· Modern Science and Other Systems of Knowledge. Governmental and non-governmental organizations should sustain traditional knowledge systems through active support to the societies that are keepers and developers of this knowledge, their ways of life, their languages, their social organization and the environments in which they live, and fully recognize the contribution of women as repositories of a large part of traditional knowledge (Paragraph 86). 

As a result of panels and lively debates that emerged during The Gender Mainstreaming in Science and Technology panel discussion and within the drafting group, paragraph 90 was added to the Follow-up section of the Framework for Action. Paragraph 90 specifically states:

Taking into account the outcome of the six regional forums on women and science sponsored by UNESCO, the Conference stresses that special efforts should be made by governments, educational institutions, scientific communities, non-governmental organizations and civil society, with support from bilateral and international agencies, to ensure the full participation of women and girls in all aspects of science and technology, and to this effect to: 

· promote within the education system the access of girls and women to scientific education at all levels; 

· improve conditions for recruitment, retention and advancement in all fields of research; 

· launch, in collaboration with UNESCO and UNIFEM, national, regional and global campaigns to raise awareness of the contribution of women to science and technology, in order to overcome existing gender stereotypes among scientists, policy-makers and the community at large; 

· undertake research, supported by collection and analysis of gender-disaggregated data, documenting constraints and progress in expanding the role of women in science and technology; 

· monitor the implementation and document best practices and lessons learned through impact assessment and evaluations; 

· ensure an appropriate representation of women in national, regional and international policy and decision-making bodies and forums; 

· establish an international network of women scientists; 

· continue to document the contributions of women in science and technology. 

To sustain these initiatives governments should create appropriate mechanisms, where these do not yet exist, to propose and monitor introduction of the necessary policy changes in support of the attainment of these goals. 

The entire text of both the Declaration and the Framework for Action is available on the Internet at http://www.unesco.org/general/eng/programmes/science/wcs/index.htm.
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